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HAPPY DELIVERANCE 


OF OUR 


MOST GRACIOUS SOVEREIGN, 


From the late dangerous and deteſtable 


ATTEMPT AGAINST HIS LIFE. 


DEDICATORY PREFACE. 


DEAR SIR, 


humble performance to you, from two 
reaſons: firſt, becauſe I am ſenſible it is 
upon a ſubje& you have much at heart, 
which, under the ſerious ſuſpenſe of the 
event, that gave riſe to this effort, muſt have 
cauſed you the moſt poignant anxiety ; and 
becauſe the regular diſcharge of this taſk, 


neceſſarily encouraged a detail of ſentiments, | 


that I apprehend are conſonant with your 
own way of thinking upon the ſubject. 
18 A 2 8 


AM induced to preſent the following 


—_— 
— orgs 
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To whom can I, with more propriety, ad- 
dreſs a diſcourſe of this nature, than to one, 
who has ſhewn ſo pure an attachment to the 
rights and intereſt of the illuſtrious per- 
ſonage, whoſe eſcape and ſafety, are grate- 
fully and ſincerely, the motives of this un- 
dertaking. The intimate knowledge of your 
ſpirited and ſucceſsful aſſiduity in that public 
and important cauſe, which ſo deſervedly 
diſtinguiſhed our county ; and in which, I 
had the honor and fatisfaQtion to unite my 
beſt endeavours, farther ſecures my hopes, 
that this will not be an unacceptable preſent 
to you: but what it wants in merit, from 
the order and manner of its execution, muſt 
be ſupplied by the value of the other motive 
which prompted me to make you its patron ; 
and that, is the impulſeof private friendſhip ;— 
and the only opportunity I may ever have of 
teſtifying a juſt ſenſe of your obliging and 
conſiderate attention to my intereſt, u pon Pl 
particular occaſion, which, eventually, might 
have been propitious to my future comforts: | 

in 
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in which caſe, they muſt have originated in 


your native readineſs of mind, and activity 


of conduct, no leſs, than in the moſt kind, 
and neighbourly good-will. 


It is incumbent upon me now, .to offer 


| ſome apology for the abundant deficiencies I 
fear you will diſcover in this performance; 


but your candor, I am ſure, will afford me 


ample indulgence, when I aſſure you that 
the whole was fabricated, and written fair, 


under the diſadvantage of a very ſlow con- 
valeſcence, from two recent and ſucceſſive 
bodily complaints, interrupted by the daily 
and unrelaxed attention to the improvement 
of my pupil ; and that the propriety of my 
delivering the Sermon, on my frft appear- 


ance at church, (on account of the time 


that had elapſed fince the alarming event) 


allowed me only one week for the prepara- 


tion. I am equally ſecure in a proportion- 
able allowance for the inconvenience of my 


not being able to attend to the publication 
A- 7 of 
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of the few copies I. have had printed, and 
the delay that has unavoiuably occaſioned, 

In the management of the political part, 
I am indebted chiefly to the immediate ſug- 
geſtions of my own unbiaſſed and humble 
opinion of what conſtitutes the ſpirit of our 
government, and the real happineſs of the 
people: I believe they will be found con- 
fiſtent with the principles of the ſoundeſt 
writers upon the ſubject, though I had no 


leiſure for a critical reference to books, for 


the ſupport of my aſſertions; I ſhall eſteem 
myſelf, therefore,. highly indebted to your 
friendſhip for any emendations that may 
ſtrike you as proper ; or to eraſe any errors, 
that involuntarily, may have eſcaped me. 


I am well aware, that if this haſty teſt of 


profeſſional exertion was ſufficiently correct 
to meet the face of the public, I ſhould lay 
open to the virulence of that ſwarm of waſps, 
ever on the wing to hunt down, and wound, 

| whatever 
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whatever they find obnoxious to their own + 


pernicious nature; but as I had only in 


view, to diſcharge an irreſiſtible call of duty, 
and having done the beſt my {lender powers 
will admit, (under the particular impedi- 
ments I have mentioned) to ſatisfy thoſe 
under my charge, of the bleſſings we all 
have experienced, and the happineſs of being | 
under ſuch an adminiſtration as the preſent; 
I retire with due reſignation to my undiſ- 
turbed obſcurity, and to the labors of my 
official and domeſtic engagements. 


I beg you to believe, that it would make 
me unfeignedly happy to hear of any pleaſing 
change in your ſituation, in conſequence of 
an honeſt zeal, and indefatigable induſtry in 
your country's ſervice, which muſt await 
you in due ſeaſon. I attribute it to the 
diſtance of my reſidence, that I heard no- 
thing of the loyal and becoming meaſure 
adopted by our county, but in the papers; 


$ however unequal I might have been to the 


A 4 journey, 
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journey, at that particular period, I ſhould 
moſt - gladly have attended upon ſo pleaſing 
an occaſion. _ : 
> With my beſt wiſhes for your welfare, and 
an uninterrupted ſucceſs in all your purſuits, 
I remain with great regard, 
Dear II., 
| | Vour faithful Friend, 


and obedient 


Humble Servant, 


eee 


PsAL. xx. Part of Ver. 6. 


NOW KNOW I, THAT TRE LORD SAVETH 
HIS ANOINTED. 


HE words of the text clearly imply 
1 theſe two points of doctrine; that in 
| ſome inſtances, a more than ordinary inter- 
poſition of Providence may be deduced, 
from obſerving the circumſtances of a deli- 
verance: Now KNOW I;“ and that the 
ſafety of Kings is peculiarly ſignified, to be 
the object of God's care. The Lord 
SAVETH HIS ANOINTED.” I ſhall have 
abundant opportunity to evince the truth of 
both, in the particular application of them 
to the ſubject of my preſent diſcourſe. 


I can» 
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I cannot introduce my return amongſt you 
with greater propriety, from this place, than 
by an act of public praiſe to Almighty God, 
for the late happy inftance we have expe- 
rienced, of his merciful Providence, in the 
extraordinary preſervation of our moſt gra- 
cious Sovereign. A thankſgiving, in which 
all preſent, I am. ſure, will heartily join me, 
as ſuch a deliverance muſt excite the pureſt 
exultation in the breaſt of every loyal ſub- 
ject, of every lover of his country, indepen- 
dent of thoſe private ſenſations of humanity, 
which the danger of ſo eminent a perſonage, 
and ſo upright a character, muſt naturally 
occaſion. Let us then adopt the advice of 
the prophet, by offering facrifices of a 
« {ſweet ſavour unto the God of heaven, and 
“ praying for the life of the King and his 
© ſons*.” And as no offering is more accept- 
able to our heavenly Father than thankſ- 
giving, for he declareth, that © whoſs6 
. © giveth him thanks, he honoreth him“ 
So none is more eaſy for us to preſent ; nor 
can we be excuſeable if we withhold it. 

Chriſtian charity will lead us to hope, that 
the deſperate attack upon fo valuable a life, 

'* Ezra vi. 10. | 


was 


1 
was the effect of inſanity in the wretched ob- 
ject who attempted it, rather than any in- 
ſtigation of evil counſel. A machination ſo 
truly diabolical, can hardly be ſuppoſed to 
find abettors in a ſtate like ours, and under 
fuch a reign. In a land where ſuch univer- 
ſal liberty of conſcience is indulged, it could 
not originate in the blind or furious zeal of 
any religious pretenders : there is no pro- 
bable foundation for the ſurmiſe; for it has 
been objected by ſome, that even too tolerant 
a fpirit prevails: and fo celebrated is our 
_ conſtitution by many writers, for its adhe- 

rence to freedom of every kind, that the 
very exiſtence of party in this country, has 
been ſuppoſed to flow from no malignant 
ſource, but from this nne vigilance 
alone. | 
Happy ſhould I be, if chevy was no cauſe 
for one exception to this remark ; and before 
I proceed to the more immediate purport of 
my diſcourſe, it cannot be foreign to its 
general deſign, ſlightly to touch upon every 
recent eſcape and bleſſing we have received; 
and alſo, by a compendious ſketch of thoſe 
ſprings which gave motion te the ruinous 
machine in former times, to intimate what 
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ſimilar miſchiefs might have threatened us, 


had ſo grievous a calamity taken place, as 


the loſs of our Royal Maſter, at this period. 
The ſhort-lived effort of that long dor- 

mant hydra, which faintly ſtrove to ſpread 

its levelling poiſon, is of too late date to need 


a fuller explanation; which would have en- 


dangered our admired model of government, 
by weakening the pillars on which alone the 
fabric can ſubſiſt: and had the unnatural 
monſter met ſucceſs in the purſuit of its de- 


_ figns, the tree itſelf could not long have ſur- 


vived the loſs of thoſe branches, at which 
its rage ſeemed levelled—whoſe preſervation 
are ſo eſſential to its vital growth: all the 


miſerable conſequences of anarchy muſt have 
| ſucceeded, and a flaviſh ſubmiſſion to that 


confuſed authority, which an abundant va- 
riety of characters and tempers, actuated by 
heterogeneous principles, would neceſſarily 
have produced, in the room of the approved 
and happy legiſlature we now enjoy. "Wi 
Now, for the innumerable benefits and 
bleſſings we are indebted. to the care of hea- 


ven, it is among the greateſt, that this raſh 


and alarming experiment was defeated : that 


we are bleſſed with a Prince, who being 


born 


(05-1 
born and educated i in this country, does in- 
timately comprehend the eſſence of the con- 
ſtitution, has all the ſtrongeſt ties to endear 
him to it, and was endued with wiſdom, 
fortitude, and a paternal ſpirit, to protect it. 

There is that agreement or affinity, in the 
nature and connection of human affairs, 
which renders the progreſs and ſucceſs of 
particular ſyſtems more practicable in ſome 
ſtates than others: as far, therefore, as any 
change may be accounted for upon worldly 
principles abſtractedly, or is affected by a 
coincidence of human actions, it may be 
confidently aſſerted, (from experience of me- 
lancholy memory, as to the attempt) that 
ours is not a ſoil ſuited to the cultivation of 
republican enterprizes: the natural reaſon 
for this happy diſagreement ſeems ingrafted 
in the origin and growth of our conſtitu- 
tion, which, every one verſed in the regular 
ſtudy of Engliſh Es can 1 be at no oſs to 
account for. | 

Under the heavy viſitation indeed of hea- 
ven, for the enormous iniquities of our an- 
_ ceſtors, in thoſe times to which I allude, a 
temporary revolution, was in truth per- 
mitted, upon principles inimical to the eſta- 
| bliſhed 
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bliſhed government of the country: de- 
plorable were the public grievances the 
_ ſtruggle produced; and marked on one fide 
with every thing that is unjuſt, unprece- 
dented, and horrible. But when the Al- 
mighty, in mercy, ſuſpended his vengeance, 
that unnatural ſyſtem came to nought; nor 
did it long ſubſiſt under the united ſupport 
of prevailing party, uncommon genius, un- 
daunted fortitude, and the whole train of in- 
ferior arts and engines that were employed 
to prolong its reign; not power and violence 
together, neither of which were left untried, 
could ought avail. Nay, the very character, 
whoſe profound hypocriſy, treachery, and 
craft, had been fo proſperouſly employed in 
effecting the ruinous change, and lending it 
apparent permanency, when no longer in- 
ſtrumental to the inſcrutable purpoſes of the 
Supreme, is known to have inclined himſelf 
to a quite contrary authority from what he 
had been thought to prefer; and had ren- 
dered tbat ſyſtem acceſſary to the moſt de- 
ſpotic ſway, which loudly, but falſely boaſts, 
the reputation of quite contrary- principles : 
and, if the divine goodneſs had not con- 
2 * hea he would have ſettled 
himſelf 


» ih <0} 
himſelf. in poſſeſſion of a dignity which he 
had exhauſted every wile to degrade. and an- 
nihilate; in the violent diſcharge of a power, 
the juſt execution of which conſtitutes the 
beauty and perfection of government, no 
leſs than it tends to the happineſs of the ſub- 
ject. So inconfiſtent, ſo deſtructive, are the 
purſuits of inordinate ambition, and the 
counſels of wicked men: ſo abortive were 
the ultimate aims of that crafty, deſigning, 
and euterpriſing phenomenon '' of lawleſs 
uſurpation: to ſuch a pitch of danger, had 
the blindneſs and emen _w the woe 
contributed to reduce them. 
It is well known to be no 3 ah 
mation among thoſe avowedly partial to re- 


publican innovation, that they have no ob- 
ject but to preſerve an adminiſtration upon 
revolution principles; whereas to the credit 


of theſe, they know they can have no claim; 
for their favorite tenets indifputably incline 


to overthrow that ſyſtem, which we will 


allow aſſiſted in eſtabliſhing the preſent forms 
of government. And firſt, the principles of 
the revolution are diſcoverable in the ſupport 


of our eſtabliſhed church, Now, any ap- 
proach to hierarchy, we know, entirely mi- 


litates 


16 ] 
litates with the religious tenets of the re- 


publican. Again, theſe principles oppoſe 
the errors of another church, whoſe doctrines 


tend to endanger the liberty of the ſubject, 


and the purity of government. They alſo 
ſecure the juſt rights and prerogative of the 
crown, and the due exerciſe of its executive 
authority ; and that, by ſo nice a balance of 
the three branches: that compoſe the legiſla- 
ture, that the abolition of either would be 
an infringement of the conſtitution, if not 
its total overthrow. We may fairly conclude, 
therefore, that the party here deſcribed, can- 
not ſincerely eſpouſe this diviſion of theſe 
principles; and that ſuch an union and de- 
pendance, as is here ſpecified, muſt be quite 
incompatible with the ideas and hopes of any 
advocate for republicaniſm; although they 
artfully endeavour to conceal their principles 
and deſigns by an adoption of terms, which 
they muſt de toto diſclaim, if they will be 
candid and open in the confeſſion of their 
real creed. But this is a device, obviouſly 
founded in political contrivance, inſenſibly 
to attract and entrap the warm, indiſcrimi- 
natin ing, and n.. 3 by plauſible declama- 


tions 
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tions in favor of liberty, which is;*known 
to have a charm over an Engliſh temper. 
On the contrary, ſo far from being friends 
to the true principles of the Revolution, 
their ſyſtem holds forth the ill-· founded ad- 
vantages of an unſtable, miſerable oligarchy; 
a ſyſtem, from abundantly evident cauſes, 
continually prone to imperfection and diſ- 
order, generally containing many tyrants, 
inſtead of one, and ſubject, from its very 
ſtructure, to perhaps the worſt evils that is 
to be found in any other mode of government 
whatever. This might be illuſtrated (did 
time or place admit of it) in the examples of 
ſeveral ſtates, of both antient and modern 
date, which have degenerated into this form, 
previous to their becoming finally a prey to 
ſome neighbouring power; or which were 
originally limbs of a larger body, diſunited 
in conſequence of important and deciſive 
conteſts between conſiderable kingdoms; 
within whoſe government they were in- 
cluded; or their ſudden and uncertain ex- 
iſtenee might be owing to ſome inteſtine 
political diſorder, which favored the model 

of a legiſlature, ſo repugnant to —_—_ 
ou of the As conſtitution. 17 
| B wth 
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ay Exceptions, Fam aware, may be advanced, 
to this general aſſertion, in defence of ſome 
particular and famous ſtates, which. have 
borne the title of Republics ; but even ſome 
of theſe are amenable to my deſcription ; 
and were we diligently and equally to in- 
veſtigate their growth, and trace the cauſes 
of their decline, we ſhould probably find 
the latter more owing to the defects in their 
original birth, (which could not furniſh 
ſtrength for an acceſſion of empire beyond a 

certain portion) and to the pernicious divi- 
ſions in their counſels, than the zenith of 
their proſperity and fame could juſtly be 
aſcribed to any intrinſie value in the form of 
government. The univerſal prejudice in 
favour; of arms, the neceſſity of it, indeed, 
during that æra of the world, and the aſto- 
niſhing influence of an adequate education, 
would be found, upon cloſe enquiry, to have 
chiefly aſſiſted the rapid proweſs, for * 
ſome of them were renowned. | 

If ever, therefore, it ſhould pleaſe God: to 
fuer: us to be ſwallowed up by ſome ex- 
tenſive and ſuperior Power, in puniſhment 
for our manifold © fins: and ingratitade,' we 
may venture to pronounce the fatal viſitation 
220119253 | to 
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to be impending, whenever we ſhall be fo 
unfortunate as to ſee the component parts 
of our exquiſite conſtitution diſſolved, or 
diſunited; and that we degenerate into any 

other form of government than the preſent. 
Infinite are the ways by which the Al- 
mighty can effect his holy purpoſes, but 
without preſumption we may venture to 
affirm, that ſuch a revolution would pro- 
bably be the awakening inſtrument of our 

downfal, | | 
It is wide of my inclination to enter into 
any depths of political diſquiſition; and 
leſt it may be thought I have made too long 
a digreflion, I would excuſe myſelf by an 
humble: ſubmiſſion, whether an impartial 
detail of ſuch poſſible events as are inſepa- 
rably connected with the body of the ſub- 
ject, may not tend to raiſe a proper ſenſe of 
our happy ſituation, by reminding us of the 
ſtorm that threatened, and thereby exalt the 
fervor of our grateful oblations for the un- 
deſerved mercies we have received. Under 
this idea, I am induced to give you a faint 
outline of the evils that might have befallen 
us. To beſtow the ſtrongeſt coloring the 
portrait might bear, would be exceptionable 
B 2 on 
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on many accounts : I ſhall, therefore, retire 
from ſo diſguſtful a taſk, and only interweave 
ſome caſual obſervations, which unavoidably 
preſent themſelves in contemplating the ſcene 

before us. | 
Daily experience too powerfully evinces, 
that it is an unfavorable characteriſtic of 
man's inconſiderateneſs, and ingratitude, that 
he is often totally inſenſible to the riches of 
the bleſſings he enjoys, till rouſed, by their 
ſudden loſs, into a thorough ſenſe of the 
benefits he once poſſeſſed. | 
The irreſiſtible reflection that offers itſelf 
to our minds, upon a ſuppoſition that the 
late moſt unlooked-for attempt, on the pre- 
cious life of our gracious Sovereign, had 
been attended with fatal effects, illuſtrates 
the above cenſure, by placing the tonſe- 
quent ſituation of public affairs in ſo ſerious 
a light, and introducing ſuch a weight of 
poſſible calamity to our thoughts, that, as 
members of the community, and actuated 
by the powerful principles of ſelf-intereſt, 
the riſk to our repoſe and happineſs ſubjects 
us to the feelings the loſs would have cre- 
'ated, and at the ſame time neceſſarily im- 
pels us to exult at the eſcape. For it muſt 
| be 
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be allowed no exaggerated hypotheſis to con- 
ceive, that the ferment of party, which has 
ſcarce ſubſided, might have broken out with 
that unhappy inveteracy and reſentment at- 
tendant upon fancied, no leſs than real 
wrongs, as to have produced univerſal com- 
motion, and embroiled the land in diffi- 

culties, too ſerious to admit deſcription. 
Doubtleſs, every means would have been 
engaged to depreciate the wiſe, patriotic, 
and ſtrenuous meaſures, nom adopted to heal 
the wounds of the country; and the injury 
its finances have received, through the ill- 
judged counſels, and worſe conducted expe- 
ditions, fabricated by thoſe who probably 
would have borne a temporary ſway in the 
management of the ſtate. A character of 
apparent preference would have been loudly 
extolled upon equivocal taxes; for that 
theſe contributions muff be levied, in what- 
ever hands the reins are truſted, is poſitively 
unavoidable. If an exhauſted treaſury is to 
be repleniſhed, if the public credit is to be 
reſtored, perfectly immaterial is it what ar- 
ticles diſtinguiſh them, if they are produc- 
tive; for it is uncontrovertible, ſpite of 
all the deluſive and perplexing tricks of ſo- 
Fs... phiſtry, 
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phiſtry, that, ultimately, the burthen is di- 
vided amongſt the public, and the ſubſcrip- 
tion becomes juſt and equal; no particular 
denomination can be aggrieved, or need to 
be excepted, becauſe they hold the ins 
tion in their own hands. 
Still, however wholeſome the se it 
18 undeniably irkſome; for it requires the 


utmoſt reſolution to effect the recovery, even 


of a private fortune, and to adopt the mor- 


tifying habits of ſudden and rigid ceconomy. 


And as it is the nature of all men, living 
by their own labor and induſtry, to wiſh to 
get all they can, and to be unwilling to ſpare 
any thing from their. profits, but imme- 
diately upon. themſelves; fo the multi- 
tude, not attending to the neceſſity of the 
exertion required, ever have, and ever will 


be clamorous, upon new levies being raiſed ; 


not conſidering how fatal might be the diſ- 
order, if a timely cure was not preſcribed ; 
and how much more ſeriouſly the property 
of every individual would be affected, in 
conſequence of a relaxation to reſtore the 
finews of government: — whereas, if each 
private ſubject would but exerciſe the plain- 
eſt judgment, and conſider the relation in 

which he ſtands to the vaſt body of which 
he 
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he is a member, he would ſoon be convinced, 
of what is the actual fact, that by ſubſcrib- 
ing his quota to the exigencies of his coun- 
try, he is only acting a prudent part of a 
good ſubject; he is doing no more than 
what is incumbent upon every relation of a 
family, intereſted in its credit and proſperity; 
To the character of the moſt brilliant ta- 
lents, ſound learning, and intenſe applica- 
tion, we may juſtly join, in the perſon of 
the preſent Prime Miniſter, the merit of the 
moſt examplary integrity, unrivalled difin- 
tereſtedneſs, and an' innate and genuine zeal 
for his country's good. To this may a8 
truly be added, the praiſe he deſerves for an 
efficient economy, and the benefits he h. 
procured, and is deriving: to the ſtate, by the 
ſagacious, extenſive, and profitable plans 
continually meditating to recruit its trea- 
ſures, and reinſtate its glory. I cannot cloſe 
this juſt eulogium of his character, without 
noticing his fortitude in ſupporting and en- 
forcing the meaſures of adminiſtration; and 
paying that reſpectful tribute to a purity of 
manners, exemplified in early and uniform 
practice. But, alas! fo deplorable is the 
degeneracy of the age, that to mention what 
5 B 4 ſhould 
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ſhould. conſtitute: the  brighiteſt ornament of 
our nature, and what muſt eſpecially dignify 
an exalted ſtation, is too frequently turned 
into illiberal jeſt, or ag Ken faul 
N an utob 21 1:1" body 
I Emuft not quit this thinks: without te- 
minding you, that it ſhould afford matteriof 
united gratulation, upon this view of the 
preſent Miniſtry, that it is ſtrengthened by 
the additional ſupport of as ſubſtantial at- 
tainments, as penetrating a genius, as pro- 
found judgment, and as active and indefati- 
gable perſeverance, as human abilities can 
reach; — but I am reſtrained from being 
further perſonal in the merits which might 
be extended in this aſſertion, from A PRE u- 
LIAR DELICACY/OF.SITUATION., 1! 
It would be harſh to attribute to preme- 
ditated guilt the hazards ſuch men as theſe 
have been expoſed to in their perſons, and 
the unbecoming indignities caſt upon their 
reputation; we muſt reſolve them more cha- 
ritably into the general depravity and un- 
bounded licentiouſneſs of our manners; we 
muſt conſole ourſelves, that the hand 5 
I. hath * preſerved its eſtimable 
inſtruments, 
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inſtruments, who are aſſiſting in ao 
the ſores the country has received. | 
But further, from the experienced OY 
city of a diſappointed party, in ſpreading wiles 


to deceive one of the higheſt titles in the king= 


dom; to ſow. the ſeeds of diſſenſion between 
perſons, whom the neareſt ties of conſangui- 
nity ſhould naturally unite by bonds of re- 
ciprocal affection; and, from ſelfiſn policy, 
to hold out fallacious arguments, that finally 


might endanger, if not annul, the very in- 


tereſts of inheritance; from ſuch ſiniſter 
experiments as theſe, we might have had 
reaſon for fear, leſt the Machiavilian ſub- 
tlety of men hacknied in the arts of decep- 
tion, aſſiſted by force of genius, and a deep 
knowledge of human nature, might not have 
triumphed over the genuine candor, ap- 
proved generoſity of temper, and unguarded 
openneſs and warmth of ſentiment, which 


particularly diſtinguiſh a great mind in its 


entrance upon the world, and expoſe it to 


more danger, in proportion as it is endued 


with fincerity in its friendly attachments, 
which is an ennobling diſtinction in the 
character all udede to: If, I ſay, there did 
not exiſt a baſis of ſolid virtue in the com- 
poſition 


i 
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poſition of this high character, and the diſ- 
mal cataſtrophe had been permitted, there 
is nothing diſcordant that might not have 
been dreaded in its conſequence, But the 
recent proof of the moſt heroic ſelf-denial, 
the pious aſſent to the dictates of ſupefior - 
judgment, and the unprecedented example 
of an immediate and judicious ceconomy, 
are all ſuch fignal marks of magnanimity; as 
to give us the fureſt hope of an illuſtrious 
and bleſſed ſucceſſion, whenever, in the 
_ courſe of nature, that event ſhall happen.— 

It fondly reminds us of a favorite hero in 
our hiftory, whoſe tranſition from gaiety to 
glory is no leſs admirable, than his joint 
reſpec to the ſentence of the ſovereign, and 
the laws he was in future to diſpenſe. But 
this happy diſpoſition ſhould ſeem a natural 
effect in the object of our future loyalty ; 
for, though the obſervation does not always 
hold, it is a natural expectancy to find ſome 
qualities in the progeny that is inherent in 
the Sire; and, unleſs the moſt unfortunate 
deviation ſhould contradict the ordinary 
courſe of things, the moſt ſanguine hopes 
may be encouraged of one ſo happily de- 
ſcended in both relations, in whom every | 

15 ſocial 


E 3 


ſocial virtue, the moſt extenſive benevolence, 
and amiable condeſcenſion, are ſo eminently 
united. | 
But amidſt the juſt detail of every public 
evil that might have happened, ſhall we ne- 
glect the melancholy relation of domeſtic woe? 
Far ſhort of its real ſtate will be the deſcrip- 
tion of ſo fad a ſcene; for never yet could 
language paint the oppreſſive grief, the diſ- 
conſolate ſuggeſtions, the ſilent agonies-of a 
wife's diſtreſs, or mother's ſorrow, None 
poſſibly can conceive them, but thoſe whoſe 


pure engagements, and endearing pledges, 
enable them to anticipate diſtant ſorrows ;— 


or the ſympathiſing witneſs of the ſtricken 
ſufferer may form ſome ſlender notion of 
them; but they alone, whom ſad experience 
has yiſited with the bitter draught, can fully 
eſtimate ſuch complicated miſery. In ſuch 


an aſſembly, /ome muſt have deeply felt the | 
truth of this. | 


If private troubles, then, can furniſh us 
with ſuch a dreary picture; if, in the intri- 
cate liſt of the afflictions to which the hap- 
pieſt ſtate is ſubject, we find nothing more 
productive of juſt regret and heavy lamenta- 
tion, than the removal of a parent from us, 


what 
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what an acceſſion of deſpondency muſt have 
marked the lot of the Royal Mourners, from 
the important conſideration of their rank, 
had ſuch an irreparable loſs befallen them ! 
The ſuitable proviſion, and the future happy 
alliances of a numerous and beauteous off- 
ſpring, are intereſts of ſuch a magnitude, 
that nothing but the qualified judgment and 
anxious affection of a father could ſafely ma- 
nage. And if the power of words falls ſhort 
in giving theſe concerns their due effect, how 
ſhall we expreſs the feelings which irreſiſti- 
bly invade us, on contemplating the high 
and reſpected Object of ſuch inſupportable 
grief, whoſe long and unremitted teſtimony 
of the moſt benevolent attachment to her 
people, has ſo firmly eſtabliſhed propor- 
tionable admiration and regard in all our 
hearts The undertaking is of too intereſt- 
ing. a nature—and in the room of ſuch a 
painful effort, let ſorrow give way to joy; 
let us avail ourſelves of the ſudden and hap- 
py tranſition of ſurprize Her Majeſty expe- 
rienced in the Royal Safety; let us unite in 
grateful boaſt, that no throne in Europe can 
vie with ours in the rare aſſemblage of ami- | 
able and uſeful virtues, x 

Having 
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Having now acquitted myſelf in the detail 
of thoſe intereſting and leading particulars, 
which I truſt are aptly introductory to the 
original intention of this diſcourſe, I proceed 
to enlarge upon the text, 

To us, whoſe belief in the Deity is not 


only founded in the evidence of rational 


obſervation, but confirmed by ſcriptural 
teſtimony, there needs no arguments at this 
time to eſtabliſh a faith in the ſuperintend- 
ing influence of the Supreme Being. It muſt 


be obvious to the aſſent of every unpreju- 


diced mind, that the God who made the 


world, ſtill preſerves and governs it; and 
that nothing happens in it but with his 


permiſſion, we have powerful conviction 


from the word of his own Spirit, as declared 


by the Second Perſon in the ever-adorable 


Trinity, our holy Redeemer himſelf, when, 


in the ſtrongeſt figure that can confirm the 


univerſality and minuteneſs of his inſpec- 


tion, it is affirmed, ** that not a ſparrow 
* falls” without Divine concurrence. If, 


then, what is ſeemingly of the moſt inſigni- 


cant import does not elude the notice of 


Infinite Wiſdom, much ſurer may we con- 


clude, that the fate of empires intereſts his 
| direction. 
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direction. The doubt is ſolved by the im- 
mediate queſtion of our bleſſed Lord, Are 
« ye not of more worth than many ſpar- 
e rows? —If the hearts of kings are in his 
rule and governance, doubtleſs, their perſons 
are proportionably inſtrumental to his holy 
purpoſes, and demand his care and interpaſi- 
tion for their welfare. | + 
But farther, if we have cauſe to believe 
that the proteQtion of good men in general, 
engages the regard of the univerſal Parent 
of Creation, we may juſtly argue, that the 
perſons of upright kings are peculiarly his 
care, as being raiſed by his unerring will 
to poſts of more importance in their charge, 
than what falls to the lot of the common 
rank of his creatures. Of this we have 
abundant proof in holy writ : it will be ſuf- 
_ ficient to ſelect a few: paſſages to the pur- 
poſe. © Touch not mine anointed, and do 
„ my prophets no harm,” is an injunction 
to be found in the firſt book of Chronicles, 
chap. xvi. ver. 22. and refers particularly to 
thoſe upon whom the Almighty profeſſes to 
beſtow an extraordinary. degree of favor and 
attention, This is ſhewn in the perſons of 
David, Solomon, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, at 
| all 


4 

all times, when their deportment received 
the ſanction of divine approbation; and in 
the moſt ſingular and miraculous inſtances, 
as their reſpective hiſtories largely demon- 
ſtrate. And ſtill farther to corroborate that 
the ſacred office of the Sovereign, was fre- 
quently the 2 object of divine regard, 
we ſee it extended in the perſons of ſeveral 
heathen monarchs, who acted up to the light 
they had received; and by their humble 
aſſent to the mY evidences the Almighty 
was pleaſed to vouchſafe them, became in- 
ſtrumental by their virtues, to the further- 
ance of his r deſigns: among theſe, 
we have a pointed inſtance in the nn, of 
CR king of Perſia. 

\ Beſides, that good Kings ſhould experic 


ence the reward of heavenly protection, is 


perfectly conſonant with our notions of the 
divine attributes, and correſponds with theſe 
frequent - declarations of the fact. For 
% mercy and truth uphold the king and his 
* throne “. — He ſheweth mercy unto his 
* anointed by great deliverance, and to 
% David and his ſeed for evermore .“ 


Ci 


* Prov. xx. 28. 8 + Pal. xvili. 50. | 
But 
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But I will endeavor. to eſtabliſh the doc- 
trine of my text by a ſtill-cloſer examination 


of the caſe before us, that we may better. 


eſtimate the value of the deliverance, and be 
moved to aſcribe becoming praiſe, that we 
may fully evince our belief of the poſition, 
%% Now: know I that tA. heed, ern his 
* anointed.” £4 

Whether, thed; the ne . whoſe 
attempt was thus providentially fruſtrated, em- 
barked in the horrid purpoſe, from an impulſe 
of frenzy, which has proved to be the caſe, or 
(which I have ſhewn myſelf unwilling to 
ſuppoſe) was ſo far deſerted by God, as to 
preſent a fit object for the vile act, in the 
flagitious counſels of ſome undiſcovered. plot, 


it is certain, that in either. caſe, . the danger 


to which our Sovereign was expoſed, is no 


ways diminiſhed: the immediate intent was 


murderous; and a blow effected under ether 
influence might have proved mortal, and in- 
volved us equally. in ne, misfor- 
e „ town oft 2 
We muſt ee the * ys 4 
to the watchful arm of the Lord, by avert- 
ing the 2750 50 of the blow ; by permitting 
28 wing 
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a ſaving preſence of mind to take place; by 
over-ruling the power of the evil ſpirit. 
It is alſo manifeſt from an enquiry into 
the further particulars of the event, * that 
no king is ſaved by the multitude of an 
% hoſt;” the truth of which text is clearly 
evinced by the merciful intervention of a 
ſaving Providence: for it does not appear, 
that the offender met with any interruption 
in her approach to the attack; and though 
it may not be improper to ſuggeſt upon this 
remark, that however indiſputable the doc- 
trine of the text, and that nought can divert 
the decrees of Omnipotence, yet it no 
ways derogates from a proper truſt in God, 
to employ all the becoming means of human 
ſafeguard; which, beſides the authority 
which reaſon lends it, is recommended by 
the long eſtabliſhed cuſtom of prinees of all 
ages, and of every deſcription; and is moſt 
poſitively enjoined in the ſecond book of 
Kings, chap. ii. ver. 8. in theſe words: 
* And thou ſhalt compaſs the king round 
«© about, every man with his weapons in his 
4% hand; and he that cometh within the 
“ ranks, let him be ſlain; and be ye with 
95 ane king at his going out, and at his 
C «© coming 
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% coming in:“ a ſtronger proof cannot be 


required of the human -reſpe& due to the 
ſacred office. But in this quotation, we are 
ſupplied with a pleaſing opportunity of ac- 
counting for the cuſtom of diſpenſing with 


parade, in the attendance of our Royal 


Maſter: the moſt endearing cauſe preſents 
itſelf, that, perhaps, the human mind is ca- 
pable of conceiving; and cannot fail of 
binding every grateful ſubject more nearly in 
affection to his perſon. It is a teſt of pater- 


nal confidence, the moſt amiable and enlarged, 
that can be inſtanced ; and flatters the gene- 


ral ſentiments of the people, no leſs than it 
dignifies the nature of their Ruler: a prac- 
tice that I apprehend will find a precedent 
but in few other countries. Yet, as before 
obſerved, from the marvellous eſcape we are 


no celebrating, it points out the expedi- 


ency of future caution, and the Wem 
of due and juſtifiable ſecurity, 


In honor of God's promiſes, the truth of | 


which might be defended by a thouſand 


texts, it is an unexceptionable concluſion to 


infer, that an early love of virtue, an un- 
ſullied attachment to her dictates, in all her 
ways, and an invariable perſeverance in the 
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moſt 
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moſt important duties of life, will inſure 
bleflings from heaven, will invite a more 
than ordinary protection; and, if time al- 
lowed, ſufficient proof of a more private na- 
ture might be adduced, to aſſert the prevent- 
ing favor of heaven, in preſerving from ac- 
cident the life of our King. Traits of the 
more amiable and domeſtic qualities, though 
ſeldom conſpicuous in potentates, (whoſe 
elevated rank is inimical to their culture, 
and fo very hazardous to virtuous inclina- 
tion, their beſt deſigns being often controled 
by obſtacles inſeparable from their ſituation) 
muſt ſtill be allowed the nobleſt ſubjects of 
emulation. To illuſtrate this obſervation, I 
ſhall cloſe what I have to fay upon the ſub- 
ct, with one more circumſtance, that calls 
for our higheſt admiration—it is the match- 
leſs deportment of the Sovereign, upon this 

ſudden and exaſperating attack. 
It is no eaſy attempt, deſervedly to cele- 
brate the excellence of temper, with which 
this cruel inſult was received. The un- 


daunted compoſure, the Chriſtian forbear- 
ance, the compaſſionate commands, on one 
hand, and the extreme caution and mergy in 
| C 2 *the 
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the legiſlature, on the other, baffle * my 
powers which moſt to extol. 

If we turn our eyes to the ſpirit and prac 
tice of neighbouring kingdoms, what an 
odious extreme is diſcernible in the company 
riſon,—The bare ſuſpicion of a deſign upon 
the life of the Monarch, would expoſe the 
party to the gugſion; that is, an enquiry: ex- 
acted by inſupportable torture, into the cauſe 
of the crime, the accomplices, and every. 
thing relative to the intereſt of the ſtate;— 
Should the wretched object be inſtigated to 
the perpetration of the ſhocking purpoſe, 
by the dictates of a diſtempered brain, as in 
the caſe before us; only imagine the addi- 
tional miſery to natural misfortune, to have 
a falſe confeſſion extorted by means of pain. 
Can any one but ſhudder at the idea; of mad- 
neſs, exaſperated by torment, and guilt eſta- 
bliſhed by ſuch inhuman engines? Do but 
reflect upon the horrors of a foreign priſon 
only: ſo replete with barbarous variety, that 
the pen of the hiſtorian has been employed 
in the melancholy, picture: and, as the moſt 
pleaſing tranſition, becauſe ſubſtantial, let us 
revert, with ne Praiſe, unto the very 
1 4 different 
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different eſtabliſnment of this happy coun- 
try, WHERE HUMANITY, AND JUSTICE q 


HAND IN HAND, WHERE TIE SOVEREIGN 
IS. TRULY A;FATHER TO HIS, PEOPLE. | / 

To conclude: —let this ſingular mercy, 
with which we have been lately viſited, and 


the hourly private, and unmerited bounties 


we receive from a gracious and long-ſufferin g 


Lord, ſtrike home upon our hearts, and ani- 
mate them with a ſenſe of profoundeſt gra- 


titude; for if love does not awaken duty in 


us, nothing will. Let the recolleQion of 


God's great mercy, and our own foul un- 


worthineſs, operate to the amendment of 
our ways ; then ſhall we prevail upon him 


to continue his bleſſings unto us. 


By. this preſent humble a& of. praiſe, we 
have-paid our joint tribute of gratulation 
with the reſt of our fellow-ſubjeQs through. 
out the-realm, for the marvellous . 
tion of his Majeſty's life. Let us add our 
hearty prayers, that he may be long bleſſed 
with life, and health, to reign over thefe 
kingdoms, in proſperity and glory; and this 
we may confidently hope for, unleſs our 


increaſing wickedneſs ſhould avert the 
bleſſing. 


Finally, 
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Finally, from the repeated inſtances of a 
ſaving Providence waiting upon the perſon 
of our Sovereign, and from his pious and 
grateful returns to Almighty God for the 
ſame, we may juſtly adopt the words of the 
Pſalmiſt, and exclaim, The king ſhall joy 
in thy ſtrength, O Lord, and in thy ſal- 
% vation how greatly ſhall he rejoice: for 
« the king truſteth in the Lord *.“ . 

- Now: to God the Father, God the Son, 
and God the Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed, as is 
moſt due, all power, majeſty, and un 


now and for ever. Amen. 


# Pal. d. 2, 7. 


